Upon arriving at the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility, Romell Broom was given a medical evaluation. According to the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitations, that report noted difficulty finding a vein, however, the State went ahead with the execution. Today was the third documented botched execution in Ohio in just over three years. After a delay in a 2005 execution, Ohio changed its death penalty protocol to improve the process and safeguard against mistakes. 

Despite this, Christopher Newton's execution took one hour and 53 minutes to complete in 2007. Typically, the execution process takes about 20-30 minutes. In 2006 Joseph Clark sat up and stated, "it's not working," and asked to be given something by mouth when he should have been rendered unconscious. Ohioans to Stop Executions is particularly concerned about the trauma that must surely be experienced by the execution team, witnesses and everyone present near and in the execution chamber, especially the family of Tryna Middleton. 

Today it is obvious that no amount of adjustment to the death penalty process can achieve an outcome absent of pain and suffering for victims' family members, witnesses, corrections workers and the condemned inmate. The execution attempt of Romell Broom today leaves us with many questions and few answers. With this lack of certainty we ask, "Why is Ohio so quick to execute a record number of inmates and so reluctant to conduct a legislative study of the death penalty?" Renee Berlon, Ohioans to Stop Executions' organizer said, "Today's failure exemplifies the urgency and need for a comprehensive study of Ohio's death penalty system by state lawmakers." Governor Strickland has repeatedly assured Ohioans that he takes every execution seriously.
