January 12, 2010

TO: 
California Assembly Public Safety Committee

Chair,   Assemblymember Tom Ammiano

Vice Chair, Assemblymember Curt Hagman

Assemblymember, Warren T Furutani

Assemblymember, Danny D Gilmore

Assemblymember, Jerry Hill

Assemblymember, Nancy Skinner 

RE:  OPPOSITION TO SB399, SENATOR YEE

Dear Assemblymembers,
There is nothing good that I can find in SB399.

There is already legislation in California that gives judges the option of sentencing juveniles, who are only between the ages of 16 to 18, who have committed a very brutal, first degree crime with special circumstance to the proper sentence of Life Without the Possibility of Parole (LWOP) OR if the judge deems appropriate, he may sentence the juvenile to “25 to Life”. Some juvenile killers must receive a LWOP sentence. 
Juveniles can no longer receive the Death Penalty in ALL States…now some are working across the states to take away LWOP from Juveniles and give them 25 to life sentences with the possibility of Parole Hearings.  Some are working hard at taking away the Death Penalty from Adult Criminals and next will be taking away LWOP from Adults. This will leave NO JUSTICE in California or the United States for the innocent victims and survivors of the guilty criminal. We will be telling the guilty criminal that it is okay to commit these crimes and you will be able to one day walk the streets again. “WHAT
ABOUT THE INNOCENT VICTIM….DO THEY GET TO WALK THE STREETS AGAIN?   

SB399, by putting into play, Parole Hearings for violent juvenile criminals, will not save the state any money. SB399 will cost the state more, it will also cost the survivors of juvenile criminals, STRESS, TIME, MONEY, and to RELIVE THE CRIME with each hearing. Victim survivors DO NOT have closure until the day they are buried; they just learn to live with the tragedy and to move on the best they can.
The worst part of SB399 is that there is no desire to bring victim Survivors to the table to discuss this legislation and what it would do to the surviving families past and future. They may find out in the papers that the killer of their loved one has had his sentence reduced.  Is that fair?  To think that a survivor of the victim of a guilty juvenile criminal, who walks out of a court room after the juvenile has been sentenced to LWOP, thinking that it is over, this criminal will be spending the rest of their life in prison. This is an INJUSTICE and SLAP in the face to the victims and Surviving families

I watch juvenile legislation as my husband of 29 years, Ross Elvey was brutally beaten into a coma and his place of business robbed on April 28, 1993 by Damion Miller age 15 yrs 6 months old and already on his 2nd strike at 14 for supplying guns to 2 other 14 year olds who committed two murders. Damion Millers Street name was “Nine”. His gang was 187 Crips.  Nothing was done to him until he helped brutally murder my husband.
The second juvenile, Kristopher Kirchner, was 2 months over 16 yrs old. Street name

“187 Insane” also in Damion’s gang “187 Crips.” They held Ross down and beat him with a metal pipe. Stole what they came for and ran out the front door which lead to their arrest 45 minutes later. Ross had 25 skull fractures and passed away 41 days later (6-7-93) Kirchner was given a LWOP sentence.  They had planned this crime for
the night before. It wasn’t that they were little children who did not know what they were doing.

I ask you to please have more compassion for the INNOCENT Victim and their surviving family & friends then you do for the GUILY juvenile criminal. To the survivors, age and color make no difference in the murder of their loved on.

Please vote NO on SB399. Do not RE-VICTIMIZE the survivors of violent juvenile crime.
Thank You,

Maggie Elvey

A Survivor of a Victim of a Brutal Juvenile Murder.
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